 Fleckney Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 26th February 2024
at the Fleckney Sports Centre.

28.  
 Present.
D Parker (Chairman and Parish Councillor), C McKemey (Parish Councillor), M Simmons (Community Representative), L Moss (Community Representative), T Mcdonagh (Parish Councillor), H Morrison (Community Representative), S Cooper (Community Representative) and J Flower (Clerk to the Council). 
   29.  
   Welcome.
The Chairman welcomed Steve Cooper to his first meeting. Steve provided members with a little bit of background about himself and that he was attending the meeting following an invitation from the Chairman.

      30.  
   Apologies.

J Earwaker (Parish Councillor).
31.  
Notes of Previous Meeting.
      
Notes of the meeting that had taken place on 29th January 2024, copies of which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as an accurate record.
32.  
Progress with Housing Needs Survey.

The Clerk reported that a zoom meeting involving the Chairman and himself and a representative from Locality had taken place on 12th February when the scope of the survey was discussed which included the type and size of the current housing stock, the local demographics, affordability and the size and mix of new properties to meet housing needs. The survey would also look at the split between rented and owner occupier properties. The survey would take approximately 14/16 weeks to complete and once completed a draft would be provided for comments. Once any comments had been made a final report would be issued and could be used to support any changes to the Neighbourhood Plan regarding the mix of any new housing.  
33.  
Progress with application to Locality for technical support for a Transport Assessment.


The Clerk reported that applications for the current financial year ending 31st March were now closed and no new applications were being considered. Funding arrangements for 2024/25 were not yet available and until such time as these became known it would not be possible to submit an application. As soon as funding arrangements for 2024/25 were known an application would be submitted.


A discussion also took place about how the importance of non-heritage assets were to the village and the need to protect these from development and whether it would be worthwhile taking some professional advice. It was mentioned that the University of Leicester provided a heritage consultancy service and it was agreed this would be investigated further to ascertain what was available and the likely cost.  
34.   
Harborough DC consultation on its new Local Plan.

The Clerk updated the group with the Parish Council decision on the six options for new housing in the District to 2041.  After much discussion the decision was to support a modified Option 3 which would see most of the new housing being located on the border with Leicester City (Scraptoft/Thurnby/Bushby) but with a greater number of dwellings being located in Market Towns (Harborough and Lutterworth) with a consequential reduction in the number located in Large Villages (Broughton Astley, Great Glen, Kibworth and Fleckney). As well as the Parish Council response all parish councillors were being encouraged as individuals to respond in a similar manner. 
It was also noted that the time scale for responses had been relatively short (six weeks) taking into consideration the complexity of the document and the fact that there were sixty questions to answer if responding to the questionnaire online.

35.   
Progress with review of current Plan.
Amendments had been made by both the Clerk and Maxine Simmonds to the Plan on the Dropbox. A review was carried out of the amendments to date and some minor alterations made. Amendments to the Plan could be made by downloading the latest version, making any amendments and then uploading an updated version to Dropbox.   
36. 
Any Other Business.

Linda Moss provided an update on the Maternity Hub situation. She had been in touch with the Community Matron requesting the information on usage and catchment area etc. but had now formalised it with a Freedom of Information request. 


It was felt it would be a good idea to update the information contained in the questionnaire circulated to all residents as part of the original consultation process and re-issue it to update the views of residents. It was agreed that a copy would be uploaded to Dropbox and discussed at the next meeting as to what questions to include.

27. 
Dates of Next Meeting.

It was agreed that the next meeting would take place on Monday 18th March 2024 at 10.30am at the Sports Centre.

The meeting closed at 12.30pm.
