C Fleckney Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 23rd October 2023

at the Fleckney Sports Centre.

1.  
 Present.
J Earwaker (Parish Councillor), T Mcdonagh (Parish Councillor), C McKemey (Parish Councillor), D Parker (Parish Councillor), S Parker (Parish Councillor), J Flower (Clerk to the Council) and M Bills (Neighbourhood Plan and Green Spaces Officer, HDC). 

      2.  
   Apologies.

Helen Morrison (Community Representative). Angie Dewey had resigned as a Community Representative due to personal circumstances. It was felt that there should be a minimum of two community representatives. 

It was agreed to place a further article in the Communicata and to contact members of the original committee to see if they would be interested in joining. 
3.  
Election of Chairman.
      
D Parker was elected Chairman.
4. 
Overview of Review Process.  

Matt Bills provided members of the committee with an overview of the review process. The extent of the review would determine what was required as set out below:

There are 3 types of modification which can be made to a neighbourhood plan or order. The process will depend on the degree of change which the modification involves:

· Minor (non-material) modifications to a neighbourhood plan or order are those which would not materially affect the policies in the plan or permission granted by the order. These may include correcting errors, such as a reference to a supporting document, and would not require examination or a referendum. This would not result in the ‘remaking’ of the neighbourhood plan and therefore the adoption/made date of the original plan would still apply. 
  

· Material modifications which do not change the nature of the plan or order would require examination but not a referendum. This might, for example, entail the addition of a design code that builds on a pre-existing design policy, or the addition of a site or sites which, subject to the decision of the independent examiner, are not so significant or substantial as to change the nature of the plan.
· Material modifications which do change the nature of the plan or order would require examination and a referendum. This might, for example, involve allocating significant new sites for development.

It was up to the committee to decide on the extent of the review and if for example it wished to allocate sites for new development.

5. 
HDC Local Plan Review – Progress.
 Matt Bills updated the committee with progress on the HDC Local Plan Review and the situation with the Leicester City “Duty to Co-operate” re its unmet housing need which would add approximately 150 dwelling to the annual requirement for the district. The Plan was scheduled for completion in 2025 with adoption in 2026. The Plan would cover the period to 2036 and would, as work on the plan progressed, provide information on the future housing requirement for the village. Matt indicated that based on current projections there could be a requirement for a further 160 dwellings in the village up to 2036.  
6.  
Action Plan/Timetable/Key Milestones.

Two issues were highlighted that were felt to be important to address as part of the review. Firstly it was felt that it was important to ensure that if further development was to take place in the village that the right mix of houses were provided which would require a housing needs assessment. The other issue was the traffic congestion which would be further exacerbated as the existing housing sites were built out. By identifying highway issues not only would it help in allocating sites, if there was a requirement, but it may also help in getting developer contributions to address some of the issues raised.


It was agreed a starting point for the review would be to go through the current plan to correct any errors and ensure it was factually correct. Charlie agreed to have a look at green spaces. Other members would look at the rest of the document to identify any other factual changes needed.
7.   
Funding.
Funding was available from both Locality and AECOM to provide the expertise needed to properly review the plan. The current tranche of support needed to be spent by 31st March 2024. 
It was agreed, subject to Parish Council approval at its next meeting, that an application should be made for funding to support a Housing Needs Assessment and a Highway Assessment.

8. 
Website.

It was agreed the existing website which was maintained by the Clerk would be used to publicise progress with a page being added for the Review.
9. 
Dates of Next Meeting.

It was agreed that the next meeting would take place on Monday 27th November at 10.30am at the Sports Centre.

The meeting closed at 12.15pm.
